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1.1. Law Concerning the Promotion of Eco-FriendlyLaw Concerning the Promotion of Eco-Friendly
Goods and Services by the State and Other EntitiesGoods and Services by the State and Other Entities



Process for Establishing the Green Purchasing LawProcess for Establishing the Green Purchasing Law
1.1. At the Earth Summit of 1992, participating countries agreed onAt the Earth Summit of 1992, participating countries agreed on

Agenda 21, which stresses the importance of Green PurchasingAgenda 21, which stresses the importance of Green Purchasing
by public organizations to reduce environmental loads.by public organizations to reduce environmental loads.

2.2. As a result of Agenda 21, the Japanese Government took theAs a result of Agenda 21, the Japanese Government took the
initiative to promote Green Purchasing.initiative to promote Green Purchasing.

3.3. The Japanese Government introduced the Green PurchasingThe Japanese Government introduced the Green Purchasing
legislation to address the issues highlighted in the Riolegislation to address the issues highlighted in the Rio
Declaration, while simultaneously furthering the promotion ofDeclaration, while simultaneously furthering the promotion of
Green Purchasing.Green Purchasing.

4.4. One of the six laws created to establish a recycling-based society,One of the six laws created to establish a recycling-based society,
the the ““Law Concerning the Promotion of Eco-Friendly Goods andLaw Concerning the Promotion of Eco-Friendly Goods and
Services by the State and Other Entities,Services by the State and Other Entities,”” was enacted in May was enacted in May
2000.2000.

5.5. The Green Purchasing Law came into effect on April 1, 2001.The Green Purchasing Law came into effect on April 1, 2001.



Objectives of the Green Purchasing LawObjectives of the Green Purchasing Law

ObjectivesObjectives
Goods and Services that contribute to reducingGoods and Services that contribute to reducing

Environmental Loads (Eco-Friendly Goods and Services)Environmental Loads (Eco-Friendly Goods and Services)
 Promoting Greener Purchasing by Public Organizations

 Providing Information on Eco-Friendly Goods and Services

Establishment of an Environmentally Friendly andEstablishment of an Environmentally Friendly and
Sustainable SocietySustainable Society



Creating more opportunities for General Consumers Creating more opportunities for General Consumers 
to Purchase Eco-Friendly Goodsto Purchase Eco-Friendly Goods

Evaluation of SuppliersEvaluation of Suppliers

GeneralGeneral
ConsumersConsumers

The MarketThe Market

Efforts toward Establishing an
 Environmentally Friendly and Sustainable Society

Suppliers

Promotion of
Green

Purchasing
by the

Government

Provision of Goods

Green Purchasing

• Encourage suppliers (businesses/private firms) to develop products that
contribute to reducing environmental impacts

 Promote environmental awareness among businesses on corporate activity

 Influence suppliers through market mechanisms from the demand side



Mechanism of the Green Purchasing Law (1)Mechanism of the Green Purchasing Law (1)

Ministries and agencies should notMinistries and agencies should not
increase or adjust their totalincrease or adjust their total
procurement amount for the reasonprocurement amount for the reason
of implementing this law.of implementing this law.

Ministries and Agencies

Requests from the Minister of the Environment andRequests from the Minister of the Environment and
other ministries to be taken into accountother ministries to be taken into account

 Create or update existing versions
of green procurement policies every
fiscal year
 Procure goods and services based
on the policies

Consciously purchase eco- friendly
goods as much as possible

Each Organization creates and publicizes aEach Organization creates and publicizes a
Procurement PolicyProcurement Policy

Procurement of goods and services based onProcurement of goods and services based on
Procurement PoliciesProcurement Policies

Report on the results and achievements ofReport on the results and achievements of
Green ProcurementGreen Procurement

Local Governments

Responsibility for Businesses /
Citizens

Establishment of the Basic Policy for the
Procurement of Eco-Friendly Goods etc.

 Direction for Promoting Green Procurement
 Designated Procurement Items and Evaluation

Criteria

Promotion of Greener Purchasing
By Ministries and  Agencies



Provide Appropriate Information onProvide Appropriate Information on
Environmentally Friendly Goods and ServicesEnvironmentally Friendly Goods and Services

Provide environmental
information on their products

ManufacturersManufacturers

Promote eco-labeling programs
highlighting their scientific analysis,
while complying with international
eco-labeling standards

Environmental LabelingEnvironmental Labeling
OrganizationsOrganizations

 Manage and analyze information provided by manufacturers and
environmental labeling organizations

 Provide guidelines on appropriate information methods on eco-friendly
goods and services

The GovernmentThe Government

Mechanism of the Green Purchasing Law (2)Mechanism of the Green Purchasing Law (2)



Overview of the Basic Policy (1)Overview of the Basic Policy (1)

Basic Philosophy for Procurement of Eco-Friendly ItemsBasic Philosophy for Procurement of Eco-Friendly Items
Environmental attributes should be considered inEnvironmental attributes should be considered in
addition to price and quality considerationsaddition to price and quality considerations

Consideration from environmentally diverse viewpoints:Consideration from environmentally diverse viewpoints:
Products that contribute to the formation of a socio-economicProducts that contribute to the formation of a socio-economic
system through an environmentally sound material cyclesystem through an environmentally sound material cycle
Products that contribute to reducing greenhouse gasesProducts that contribute to reducing greenhouse gases

Consider reducing environmental impacts throughout theConsider reducing environmental impacts throughout the
productproduct’’s lifecycle, from manufacture to disposal.s lifecycle, from manufacture to disposal.

Commit to long-term use, correct utilization, andCommit to long-term use, correct utilization, and
appropriate disposal of procured goods and servicesappropriate disposal of procured goods and services

(separation into appropriate waste streams)(separation into appropriate waste streams)



        Designated Procurement Items and Evaluation CriteriaDesignated Procurement Items and Evaluation Criteria

As a general rule, clear numeric data shall be used forAs a general rule, clear numeric data shall be used for
selecting designated procurement items.selecting designated procurement items.

If clear numeric criteria cannot be established, attributesIf clear numeric criteria cannot be established, attributes
that contribute to reducing environmental impact shall bethat contribute to reducing environmental impact shall be
defined as defined as ““factors for consideration.factors for consideration.””

As needed, these standards can be revised in response toAs needed, these standards can be revised in response to
product improvement, market development, and furtherproduct improvement, market development, and further
development of our scientific knowledge of the products.development of our scientific knowledge of the products.

When items included in the designated procurement itemsWhen items included in the designated procurement items
list become readily available in the marketplace, the itemlist become readily available in the marketplace, the item
shall be omitted from the listing. (i.e. televisions, calculators)shall be omitted from the listing. (i.e. televisions, calculators)

Overview of the Basic Policy (2)Overview of the Basic Policy (2)



Vehicles, ETC Adaptable Car Accessories, VICS Adaptable CarVehicles, ETC Adaptable Car Accessories, VICS Adaptable Car
Accessories, Tire, Engine oilAccessories, Tire, Engine oil

Vehicles, etcVehicles, etc
5 Items5 Items

Fluorescent Lighting Equipment, Fluorescent Light Bulbs, Fluorescent Lighting Equipment, Fluorescent Light Bulbs, various bulb-various bulb-
shaped lightingshaped lighting

LightingLighting
3 Items3 Items

Electric Hot Water Supply System, Gas Cooking Appliances, and 2 otherElectric Hot Water Supply System, Gas Cooking Appliances, and 2 other
itemsitems

Water Heaters, etc.Water Heaters, etc.
4 Items4 Items

Air Conditioners, Gas Heat Pump Air Conditioners, Space HeatersAir Conditioners, Gas Heat Pump Air Conditioners, Space Heaters
Air Conditioners, etc.Air Conditioners, etc.

3 Items3 Items

Electric Refrigerators, and 3 other itemsElectric Refrigerators, and 3 other items
Home Electronic AppliancesHome Electronic Appliances
 (4 Items (4 Items

Copiers, Printers, Fax Machines, and 10 other itemsCopiers, Printers, Fax Machines, and 10 other items
Office Automation MachinesOffice Automation Machines

13 Items13 Items

Chairs, Desks, Shelves, and 7 other itemsChairs, Desks, Shelves, and 7 other items
Office FurnitureOffice Furniture

10 Items10 Items

Ballpoint Pens, Scissors, Glue, and 76 other itemsBallpoint Pens, Scissors, Glue, and 76 other items
StationeryStationery

79 Items79 Items

Copier Paper, Printer Paper , Toilet Paper, and 5 other itemsCopier Paper, Printer Paper , Toilet Paper, and 5 other items
PaperPaper

8 Items8 Items

DesignatedDesignated  Procurement ItemsProcurement ItemsCategoriesCategories



Fire ExtinguishersFire Extinguishers
Fire ExtinguishersFire Extinguishers

1 Item1 Item

Designated Procurement ItemsDesignated Procurement ItemsCategoriesCategories

Uniforms, Work ClothesUniforms, Work Clothes
Uniforms and WorkUniforms and Work
ClothesClothes

2 Items2 Items

214 Items214 ItemsTotalTotal 17 Categories17 Categories

Printing, Cafeterias, Automobile Repair, and 4 other itemsPrinting, Cafeterias, Automobile Repair, and 4 other itemsServicesServices
7 Items7 Items

Portland Blast Furnace Cement, Pavement Material, Flushable Toilets,Portland Blast Furnace Cement, Pavement Material, Flushable Toilets,
Greening of Rooftops, and 54 other itemsGreening of Rooftops, and 54 other items

Public-Works ProjectsPublic-Works Projects
58 Items58 Items

Solar Power Generation Systems, Garbage Disposals, and 2 other itemsSolar Power Generation Systems, Garbage Disposals, and 2 other itemsFacilitiesFacilities
4 Items4 Items

Tents, Tarps, Safety NetsTents, Tarps, Safety NetsOther Fiber ProductsOther Fiber Products
3 Items3 Items

Work GlovesWork GlovesWork GlovesWork Gloves
1 Item1 Item

Curtains, Carpets, Blankets, Comforters, and 6 other itemsCurtains, Carpets, Blankets, Comforters, and 6 other itemsInterior Fixtures / BeddingInterior Fixtures / Bedding
9 Items9 Items



2. Achievements of Green Purchasing2. Achievements of Green Purchasing



(1) Progress of the Government(1) Progress of the Government’’s Green Purchasing Systems Green Purchasing System

  ≥≥ 90% for most kinds of  90% for most kinds of office paperoffice paper, including , including copier papercopier paper

  ≥≥ 95% for most  95% for most stationery stationery and and office equipmentoffice equipment

Concerning Concerning automobilesautomobiles, since the end of FY 2004, all, since the end of FY 2004, all
official vehicles have been replaced by low emission vehicles.official vehicles have been replaced by low emission vehicles.

(Ratio: Designated Procurement Items included in the Government’s
Procurement in FY 2003 / Total Procurement

Achievements of Green PurchasingAchievements of Green Purchasing



1. Copier Paper

Increased Volume of Environmentally Preferable Copier paper purchased

(2) Quantity of Products with Reduced Environmental
Impacts Disseminated in the Market

258,703
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2. Low Emission Vehicles2. Low Emission Vehicles
Quantity of Newly Registered Low Emission Vehicles

Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, and Transport

283,215

390,640

467,990

386,592

274,481

169,436
138,306

150,285

240,075

287,103

289,125

336,018

115,409

117,460

381,230

732,744

898,611

453,496

652,172

890,273

1,067,604

1,353,369

1,193,451

1,388,408

39,959

1,174,465

11,071

12,802

34,117
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Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, and Transport

Yearly Change in Number of Newly Registered Low Emission VehiclesYearly Change in Number of Newly Registered Low Emission Vehicles
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Development and Reduced Price of the Item

i.e. Copier Paper: contains 100% recycled pulp content

i.e. Ministry: Copier Paper
100% recycled pulp content : Procurement goal 100%

Basic Policy
Issued by the MOE

Procurement Policy
Issued by Ministries

Green Purchasing Law Established in September 2000
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Regular Items Regular Items Green Purchasing ItemsGreen Purchasing Items
30623062 yen  yen  3545 yen  3545 yen in 2000in 2000
3059 yen 3059 yen   29302930 yen  yen in 2005in 2005

Government Procurement (Ministries and Agencies)
(in 2000) (in 2003)



3. The Green Purchasing Law and3. The Green Purchasing Law and
Efforts to Prevent the Greenhouse EffectEfforts to Prevent the Greenhouse Effect



The Government shall take the initiative to implementThe Government shall take the initiative to implement
activities that prevent the exacerbation of the greenhouse effectactivities that prevent the exacerbation of the greenhouse effect

(1) The Green Purchasing Law and the Kyoto(1) The Green Purchasing Law and the Kyoto
Protocol Target Achievement PlanProtocol Target Achievement Plan

Basic Role of the GovernmentBasic Role of the Government

The government shall take the initiative to procureThe government shall take the initiative to procure
environmentally preferable items in order to shift demandenvironmentally preferable items in order to shift demand
towards more eco-friendly goods and services, which willtowards more eco-friendly goods and services, which will
contribute to reducing the emission of greenhouse gases.contribute to reducing the emission of greenhouse gases.



(2) The Green Purchasing Law and the(2) The Green Purchasing Law and the
Government Action PlanGovernment Action Plan

Considerations when purchasing or utilizing goods and servicesConsiderations when purchasing or utilizing goods and services

Reduced Environmental Impacts of Low Emission VehiclesReduced Environmental Impacts of Low Emission Vehicles

Reduced Environmental Impacts of Energy-EfficientReduced Environmental Impacts of Energy-Efficient
       Electronic Appliances       Electronic Appliances

Using Recycled Products such as Recycled PaperUsing Recycled Products such as Recycled Paper

Purchasing and using goods that do not containPurchasing and using goods that do not contain
              HydrofluorocarbonsHydrofluorocarbons ( (HFCsHFCs) but instead contain) but instead contain
       environmentally preferable substances       environmentally preferable substances



(3) Results from the Government(3) Results from the Government’’s effort to reduce COs effort to reduce CO22
emissions under the Green Purchasing Lawemissions under the Green Purchasing Law

Comparison of COComparison of CO22 Emission between 2000 (before Green Purchasing Law) and 2003 Emission between 2000 (before Green Purchasing Law) and 2003

45,85945,859------12,65712,657------TotalTotal

6,4296,429------6,4296,429Industrial processIndustrial processPortland Blast FurnacePortland Blast Furnace
CementCement

2,2822,2821515152152Installation processInstallation processSolar Power GenerationSolar Power Generation
SystemSystem

15,92915,929553,1863,186Gasoline combustionGasoline combustionCarsCars

11,69011,69010101,1691,169Electricity UsageElectricity UsageHigh-frequency InverterHigh-frequency Inverter
Lighting ApplianceLighting Appliance

2,8822,8821010288288Electricity UsageElectricity UsageAir ConditionersAir Conditioners

4,5064,5061010451451Electricity UsageElectricity UsageHome Electronic AppliancesHome Electronic Appliances

1,4491,44955290290Electricity UsageElectricity UsageOffice Automation MachinesOffice Automation Machines

692692------692692Disposal / combustionDisposal / combustionPlastic Office SuppliesPlastic Office Supplies

Amount PreventedAmount Prevented
(Total)(Total)

EstimatedEstimated
Usage (years)Usage (years)

Amount PreventedAmount Prevented
(Yearly)(Yearly)

Amount of CO2 Emission Prevented (t-CO2)Amount of CO2 Emission Prevented (t-CO2)
Previous CO2Previous CO2

Emissions SourceEmissions SourceCategory/ItemCategory/Item



4. The Future of Green Purchasing4. The Future of Green Purchasing



47  Prefectures47  Prefectures Developed by all PrefecturesDeveloped by all Prefectures

Districts / CitiesDistricts / Cities Developed by 47.0% of Districts / CitiesDeveloped by 47.0% of Districts / Cities
(Developed by 44.9% of Districts and Cities in 2003)(Developed by 44.9% of Districts and Cities in 2003)

Towns / VillagesTowns / Villages Developed by 11.1% of Towns / VillagesDeveloped by 11.1% of Towns / Villages
(Developed by 9.5% of towns and villages in 2003)(Developed by 9.5% of towns and villages in 2003)

(2004 Data - taken from a questionnaire on Green Purchasing)

Status of Procurement Policies in Local GovernmentStatus of Procurement Policies in Local Government

(1)(1) Further Development in the Governmental SectorFurther Development in the Governmental Sector



Efforts of Private Businesses to Purchase Eco-Friendly GoodsEfforts of Private Businesses to Purchase Eco-Friendly Goods

(2)  Development in the Private Sector(2)  Development in the Private Sector
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Public Businesses 2004

Public Businesses 2003

Private Businesses 2004

Private Businesses 2003

Have list of Env Preferable Goods In process of developing/considering May consider in future

No consideration presently Other No Reply



(3) The Ministry of the Environment’s Website

Web pages and links on the Green Purchasing LawWeb pages and links on the Green Purchasing Law

http://www.env.go.jp/policy/hozen/green/g-law/index.htmlhttp://www.env.go.jp/policy/hozen/green/g-law/index.html

http://http://www.gpndb.jp/gpn/jireiwww.gpndb.jp/gpn/jirei//



Information onInformation on
Designated Procurement ItemsDesignated Procurement Items The Green Purchasing Network WebsiteThe Green Purchasing Network Website

Reference Material on Green PurchasingReference Material on Green Purchasing

http://http://www.gpn.jpwww.gpn.jp//http://gpl-db.mediapress-net.com/gpl-db/index.hghhttp://gpl-db.mediapress-net.com/gpl-db/index.hgh



Providing Environmental Information on Goods and Services forProviding Environmental Information on Goods and Services for
ConsumersConsumers

 

Assessment of the ProductAssessment of the Product’’s Lifecycles LifecycleBasic Information on ProductsBasic Information on Products

Provide clearProvide clear
environmentalenvironmental
information oninformation on
Goods and ServicesGoods and Services
throughout itthroughout it’’ss
lifecycle -  fromlifecycle -  from
manufacture tomanufacture to
disposaldisposal

Consumers should:Consumers should:
Buy environmentally preferable goodsBuy environmentally preferable goods
Shift their lifestyle to one that reducesShift their lifestyle to one that reduces

their environmental impactstheir environmental impacts
Businesses should:Businesses should:
Advertise their eco-friendly productsAdvertise their eco-friendly products
Provide incentives to develop new eco-Provide incentives to develop new eco-

friendly productsfriendly products

Creating a
Society with
Sustainable

Development

 



Goal for FY 2010Goal for FY 2010

To systematically implement green purchasing forTo systematically implement green purchasing for
the following organizations:the following organizations:

 GovernmentGovernment all local governmentsall local governments

 BusinessesBusinesses   ~ 50% of Public Companies~ 50% of Public Companies and and
        ~ 30% of Private Companies~ 30% of Private Companies

(4) Future Objectives(4) Future Objectives



Thank youThank you

Kazuyuki HaradaKazuyuki Harada
Ministry of the Environment, JapanMinistry of the Environment, Japan


