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JapanJapan’’s Approachs Approach
1. Green Purchasing Law



Final consumption 
expenditure by national 
government: 13.5 trillion yen

Final consumption expenditure by 
local governments: 44.3 trillion yen

When national government and 
local governments are put 
together, they occupy Japan’s 
economic activities = 1/4 of 
market

Large effect in the generation  
of demand
Ripple effects in the private 
sector expected
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Breakdown of total domestic 
expenses in various countries

(502, 602.3 billion expenses in 2001)
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Background and meaning of JapanBackground and meaning of Japan’’s    s    
Green Purchasing LawGreen Purchasing Law, enacted in , enacted in 19991999



Promotion of Green Purchasing by Ministries and  
Agencies

Ministries and Agencies

Article 6
Establishment of the Basic Policy for the 
Procurement of Eco-Friendly Goods etc.
・Direction for Promoting Green Procurement
・Designated Procurement Items and Evaluation Criteria

Article7
Each organisation creates and publicises its Procurement 
Policy

Procurement of Goods and Services based on 
Procurement Policies

Report the results and achievements of Green 
Procurement

Article 9
Requests from Minister for the Environment and 

other ministries to be taken into account

Basic Policy

・Basic Policy revised every year in the 
following procedures.
Public offering proposal, Investigative commission by 
academic expert, Public comment, Cabinet decision
・Designated Procurement Items 

defined by environmental specs.
(It doesn’t appoint individual products)

http://www.env.go.jp/en/laws/policy/green/2.pdf

Ministries and agencies should not 
increase or adjust their total 
procurement amount for the reason 
of implementing this law.

Mechanism of Green Purchasing Law (1)Mechanism of Green Purchasing Law (1)



Article 10
Local  Governments
¸ Create or update existing versions of 

Green Procurement Policies every 
fiscal year

¸ Procure Goods and Services based 
on the Policies

Article 5
Responsibility for Businesses 
/ Citizens

¸ Consciously purchase eco- friendly 
goods as much as possible

2005  Data - taken from survey on Green 
Purchasing
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Significance of the green purchase
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Mechanism of Green Purchasing Law (2)Mechanism of Green Purchasing Law (2)



Provides Appropriate Information on Environmentally Provides Appropriate Information on Environmentally 
Friendly Goods and ServicesFriendly Goods and Services

ManufacturersManufacturers Environmental Labeling Environmental Labeling 
OrganisationsOrganisations

The GovernmentThe Government

Provide environmental information 
on their products

Promote eco-labeling programmes
highlighting their scientific analysis, 
while complying with international eco-
labeling standards

・ Manage and analyse information provided by manufacturers and 
environmental labeling organisations
・ Provide guidelines on appropriate information methods on eco-friendly 

goods and services 

Mechanism of Green Purchasing Law (3)Mechanism of Green Purchasing Law (3)



Law on Promoting Law on Promoting 
Green PurchasingGreen Purchasing

Main target: Public Sector
Start: 2000 ~
17 categories, 214 items 
(2006.02)

Eco Mark prgramme
- Type I eco-labeling (ISO14024)
- Start: 1989 ~
- Top runner approach
- 50 categories, approx 4,846

products (2007.12.31)

Green Purchasing Network (GPN)
- Start: 1996 ~
- Approx 3,000 members (2,400  
companies, 300 governments, 
300 NGOs)

- GPN has taken a leading role in  
promoting Green Purchasing in 
Japan

Eco Mark programme and GPN had started before 
Green Purchasing Law was enacted and were well 
known. They helped rapidly spread green 
products to private sector and contributed to 
promote green products to whole market.

Cooperating Green Purchasing Cooperating Green Purchasing 
actions in Japanactions in Japan



JapanJapan’’s Approachs Approach
Green Purchasing Network (GPN)




